
 

 

Dvora Kanegis  
 
I have thought of myself as an 

artist all my life.  When my par-

ents bought a piano for the living 

room and signed my sisters and 

me up for lessons, I lasted several 

months after which I said, ò If you 

want to give me lessons, give me 

art lessons.ó  Thus, in the fourth 

grade I started attending an art 

school in Teaneck, New Jersey.  I 

was fortunate that my parents 

encouraged me.  We are all artists, 

but many are discouraged or 

shamed out of it.  One of the rea-

sons I love to teach is to help peo-

ple who think they canõt discover 

that they can!  After being chosen 

as ôClass Artistõ in high school I 

majored in art at Skidmore Col-

lege and then continued at Yale 

University for a masters degree.  

My professors during those years 

had been students of Joseph 

Albers, the famous artist and 

teacher who came out of the Bau-

haus in Germany during the begin-

ning of the 20th century.  
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(For more information about 

this wonderful and inspirational 

man see: http://en.wikipedia.org/

wiki/Hosef Albers) 
During these years I carried a 

drawing book at all times. I drew 

my students, the people in the 
parks and on the subway.  I have 

been collecting images for my 

paintings since that time.  I con-

sider myself an abstract figura-

tive painter.  Part of what makes 

my work seem abstract is how I 

separate the line in my drawing 

from the splashes of color.  

They operate together, but 

separately, just as the rhythm 

and the melody in music are 

separate yet interacting. 
Today I live, paint, and teach in 

Boulder, Colorado.  I have 

shown nationally in galleries and 

museums; however, I am still a 

student.  The paint, the world 

round me, the artists I meet 

regularly, are all my teachers. 

 

 

Oil Pastel with Watercolor  

 

 
Did you ever draw with crayons 

and then paint over them with 

India ink?  I did in elementary 

school and the surprise in seeing 

how the black ink transformed 

the crayon colors into brilliant 

lights delighted me!  This early 

experience inspired me thirty 

years later to begin playing with 

oil pastels and watercolors.  
I have been developing this tech-

nique and teaching it to other 

artists for the past 15 years.  The 

only prerequisite is being willing to 

let go of always being in control.  

This kind of painting is like devel-

oping a relationship.  You and the 

materials participate in an intimate 

dialogue.  It is a wonderful tech-

nique for shaking out the cobwebs 

and refreshing oneõs delight in 

painting.  I hope you will join me 

for this demonstration . 

Seaside Picnic by Dvora Kanegis 

Linda by Dvora Kanegis 

 

 


